Talking Points for Hands Across the Sand/Land:

Hints for talking to the media:

· Keep it short!

· Stay on point.  Only pick a few points from below.

· Smile and be yourself. 

· Repeat the main theme as much as possible.  We are joining hands to say NO to dirty fuels and YES to clean energy. 

General talking Points:  

· Our reason for gathering is simple:  To say NO to offshore oil drilling, NO to dirty fuels, we also say NO to hydraulic fracturing, NO to coal plants, NO to XL pipeline, NO to Tar Sands, NO to mountain top mining and YES to clean energy. 

· Similar events are taking place at hundreds of sites across the country and around the world. It’s a grassroots movement.  These are local events planned by locals. 
· This isn't about politics - it's about protection of our oceans and marine life, our coastal environment, our coastal economies our mountains, valleys and meadows.  

          
· This is the legacy we must protect children and grandchildren from.

· The massive turnout for Hands Across the Sand/Land shows that people oppose the risky practice of offshore drilling, hydraulic fracturing, mountain top mining, seismic testing, coal plants, XL pipelines, tar sands and understand that we need to seek real solutions to our energy crisis.
· Oil spills ruin our precious coasts, marine life, rivers, mountains and now neighborhoods (tar sand spill). It's time to make our message clear:  it's time to move beyond oil and develop clean energy.
· The Hands Across the Sand/Land events are aimed at steering America's energy policy away from its dependence on fossil fuels and towards clean energy.  We are drawing an imaginary line in the sand and on our lands, which make for a powerful image to say NO to dirty fuels and YES to clean energy. 
Background:  
Mission Statement of HANDS: 

· To organize a national movement to oppose offshore oil drilling and dirty fuel use and champion clean energy and renewables. These gatherings will bring thousands of American citizens to our beaches and cities and will draw metaphorical and actual lines in the sand; human lines in the sand against the threat of dirty fuels.
· To convince our State Legislators, Governors, Congress and the President, to stop the expansion of offshore oil drilling, hydraulic fracturing, mountain top mining, coal plants, XL Pipeline and tar sands and adopt policies encouraging clean and renewable energy sources.  Establish legislation that creates tax incentives and subsidies to encourage the growth of clean energy and renewable industries for America’s future.
One of our Sponsors position: Surfrider’s Policy on Offshore Drilling

The Surfrider Foundation is opposed to any new offshore oil drilling. Our nation’s oceans, waves and beaches are vital recreational, economic and ecological treasures that will be polluted by an increase in offshore oil drilling. Instead of advocating for transient and environmentally harmful ways to meet America’s oil needs, we should seek a comprehensive energy plan that is based on sustainability, conservation and renewable energy.  
Impacts of Offshore Oil Drilling
· There are serious environmental impacts associated with each stage of offshore drilling. These include impacts from routine operations as well as from spills or other kinds of accidents:

· Oil Exploration: The high decibel noises from seismic surveys can disturb (or kill) marine life and disrupt ecosystem function

· Drilling and Processing Oil: The drilling process releases thousands of gallons of polluted water into the ocean, known as “drilling muds”.

· Oil Spills: Oil spills have the ability to ruin entire ecosystems and can take numerous years to clean up (Exxon Valdez, Deepwater Horizon etc.) 

· Onshore Impacts: Oil production requires massive infrastructure on land, which may severely damage beaches, wetlands, coastal habitats, mountain tops, neighborhoods and all other land masses.

· Offshore drilling can also severely impact tourism, recreation, and fishing opportunities, causing socioeconomic harm to coastal communities.
· For more info: http://www.beachapedia.org/Offshore_Oil_Drilling
Please Google all of our causes for additional information on the cause you are most passionate about. 

Thank you 

