Keeping the Peace / Opposition Guidance for Hands Across the Sand Events

If a group of individual hecklers show up to disrupt any of our Hands Across the Sand events, our response should be shaped by four main points:
· Be courteous and respectful to those who disagree with your view. This gathering is not about protesting, it’s about protecting.
· No matter what counter protesters bring up to distract the debate, we should always circle back to our key message: protect our environment and economy by ending dirty fuels and moving forward to clean energy. 

· We should be prepared to respond to the other side, but we don’t need to be reactive or feel pressured to answer their accusations point by point. Remain peaceful and non-threatening.
· The most important thing to remember is that the goal of pro drilling counter protesters is to disrupt the event as much as possible in order to prevent our message from getting out.  They also want to create as much tension as possible at these events so that the average spectator is completely turned off and disengages from this issue.

We can minimize confrontations, protect participants and keep the media focused on our message by doing two things:

1) Appoint a lead peacekeeper for each Hands event.  This person will be responsible for keeping the peace and should be easily identifiable for all of our participants to see.  The peacekeeper could deputize others to help keep the peace.  Make sure that peacekeepers take care of moving the crowd; keeping people organized and orderly; acting as security should any need arise to ask noisy or disruptive protesters to leave your space on the beach; communicating with police continually to enlist their help. 
2) Get to your location early and make sure you set up the venue in a way that ensures that the attendees you want are at the right location on the beach and that any counter protesters who come are sequestered as far as possible from the Hands gathering. 
3) Assign people to greet the media and to stay close to reporters both as they enter and leave the event.

4) All participants should be asked to follow these three steps if counter protesters or disruptive individuals attempt to interfere with our event:

a. Do not debate or interact with counter protesters. 
b. Don’t get into a shouting match with counter protesters. 
c. Follow the instructions of the peacekeeper if a difficult situation takes place.

